Scandal in
rearview,
meters will
be installed

By Brad Schmidt
The Oregonian/OregonLive

Portland is “legally obligated”
to keep buying parking meters
from a company snared in a brib-
ery scandal, the city’s top attor-
ney has decided, even though the
company blocked city investiga-
tors from digging into facts from
its internal investigation.

The decision marks the lat-
est and perhaps final turn in
a yearslong saga that sent a
bribe-taking city employee to
prison yet ultimately kept Port-
land in business with the same
Swedish meter-maker. Hun-
dreds of parking meters will now
be installed in Northwest Port-
land beginning Feb. 2, a decision
made after Cale Group threat-
ened to hold the city in breach of
contract.

Nearly 150 pages of newly
released records show city inves-
tigators battled with Cale over
access to key company records
about its investigation. They
also show the city’s investigators
received “very limited access”
and were “prevented” from being
able to independently confirm
“the extent of the investigation
or the facts uncovered.”

Cale announced last year that it
found no criminal wrongdoingin
allegations that Portland’s former
parking manager, Ellis K. McCoy,
manipulated a multimillion-dol-
lar contract in 2006. A federal
judge last year sentenced McCoy
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Chanting “Birds
not bullies,”
hundreds

of people
protested in
Northeast
Portland’s
Holladay Park
on Tuesday
against the
occupation of
the Malheur
National
Wildlife Refuge.
Groups staged
similar rallies
throughout the
state, including
in Eugene, Bend
and La Grande,
according to
Oregon Wild.
There were also
gatherings in
Washington
state and Idaho.
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A message for occupiers

By Les Zaitz and Kelly House
The Oregonian/OregonLive

BURNS — The divide among friends
and neighbors over the refuge occupation
boiled into the open here Tuesday night in
a community meeting that crackled with
emotion.

What residents have feared and only
whispered about in recent days took cen-
ter court at the Burns High School gym-
nasium.

In sometimes highly personal remarks,
speaker after speaker vented anger — at

public officials, at the federal government
and at the man in the brown cowboy hat
sitting high in the bleachers to takeit all in:
Ammon Bundy.

He and other armed protesters on Jan.
2 seized the headquarters compound of
the Malheur National Wildlife Refuge, sit-
uated 30 miles southeast of Burns. The
refuge is managed by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service.

He sat on the second row from the top as
Harney County Judge Steve Grasty, micro-
phone in hand, strode to the foot of that

bleacher section.

“It is time for you to go home,” Grasty
said to Bundy, vowing to meet with Bundy
anytime, anyplace — outside Harney
County.

A chant then grew in the gymnasium:
“Go, go, g0, g0, g0

That was a message Bundy heard
repeatedly through the evening, one he
once vowed to heed. He sat expression-
less, making no move to respond or to
comment.

See Harney, A12
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might not have seen anything yet
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“Unless something
changes, the oil market could
drown in oversupply,” the
International Energy Agency
said Tuesday.

The organization, which
advises countries on energy
policy, said in its monthly
report Tuesday that global
excess supply may reach
1.5 million barrels a day
during the first half of the
year.

For most Americans, that
means gasoline prices are
falling.

$1.88 a gallon: National
average for regular, lowest

since February 2009.

$2.75: Average in Califor-
nia, the most expensive state.

$2.32: Washington aver-
age.

$2.27: Vancouver average.

$2.21: Portland average.

$2.17: Oregon average,
sixth most expensive.

$1.59: Average in Okla-
homa, the least expensive
state. Thirty-eight states
average less than $2 a gallon.

And gasoline prices could
go lower.

The International Energy
Agency says oil prices may
fall further this year because

oflow demand, warm winter
weather and an oversupply of
crude. Meanwhile, more oil
from Iran now that sanctions
have been lifted could boost
global supplies further.

U.S. crude fell 96 cents, or
3.3 percent, to close at $28.46
a barrel Wednesday.

A barrel of oil has 42 gal-
lons. At current prices, a bar-
rel of fresh whole milk would
cost approximately $139. A
barrel of cups of brewed cof-
fee, the U.S. media standard
for something inexpensive,
would cost about $1,422.

— From staff and wire reports
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NORTHWEST standoff in Harney County

Malheur occupation leader issues warning to feds

By Les Zaitz
The Oregonian/OregonLive

BURNS — Ammon Bundy
on Tuesday cautioned federal
employees not to interfere
with local ranchers and min-
ers who defy government reg-
ulations as he stepped toward
increased militancy on Day 18
of his occupation of the Mal-
heur National Wildlife Refuge.

The armed protesters are
clearing the way for Harney
County residents to again
ranch, mine and log on land
now controlled by federal
managers, Bundy said.

The occupation leader
addressed “range cons,” the
federal range conservation-
ists who work with ranch-
ers on grazing schedules and
rotations to minimize the
ecological impact of cattle.
He also cited their employer,

the U.S. Bureau of Land Man-
agement, and the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, which
manages the bird sanctuary.
Federal agents shouldn’t
try to intimidate those who
assert their rights, Bundy said
in a news conference at the
entrance to the refuge head-
quarters, 30 miles southeast
of Burns.
“We give warning they are
not to do that,” Bundy said.
Bundy issued the warning
in his trademark even-tem-
pered manner. But the folk-
siness couldn’t disguise that
the out-of-town occupiers
are shifting from their care-
fully cultivated image as
peace lovers who are here to
help struggling residents.
Bundy repeated a prom-
ise that he and others made
in a community meeting

the night before in the town
of Crane. The militants will
back up their warning with
rapid response teams ready
to rush to the defense of any-
one “abused” by a federal
agency, he said.

“We’ll protect them,” he
said.

Bundy also made clear his
group, which calls itself Citi-
zens for Constitutional Free-
dom, isn’t leaving anytime
soon.

Since the occupation
started Jan. 2, the protest-
ers have provided shifting
accounts of what they want
and when they would leave.
Two weeks ago some said the
group would leave if Harney
County residents said they
should. Two widely attended
community meetings gave
them their answer: Go. The

occupiers packed not a sin-
gle bag.

Last week the group’s lead-
ersindicated that they would
divulge their “exit” plan at
their own community meet-
ingin Burns. That got delayed
when county officials refused
to let them use any public
buildings, forcing the detour
to Crane on Monday that
drew a crowd of about 30.

Yet in Crane, Bundy and
other leaders of the occupa-
tion never spoke of plans to
leave the refuge.

The protesters have been
steadfast in claiming that
their main goal is to turn fed-
eral land in Harney County
over to local ownership,
either to private parties or to
county government.

On Tuesday, Bundy offered
a more expansive agenda

that reaches out to the log-
ging industry. He said fed-
eral forests in the county hold
a seven- to 10-year supply of
downed timber that would
be used to reopen the local
sawmill. He said the occupi-
ers would help with projects
to clean up the forest and
use wood debris to generate
power locally and energize
Harney County.

“It will take some time to
accomplish,” he said.

Bundy, the son of Nevada
rancher Cliven Bundy, who
had his own famous run-in
with federal authorities, put
out a call for fresh recruits to
join the effort if they could
provide skills to make the
ideas move ahead.

About an hour later and 8
miles down the road, another
protest took place by citizens

outraged by the occupation.
Kieran Suckling, executive
director of the Arizona-based
Center for Biological Diversity,
assembled a half-dozen pro-
testers overnight as a coun-
terweight to the attention
Bundy and his group get with
their daily news conferences.
Suckling and his protest-
ers brought their own signs:
“Bundys Buffoons Get Out”
and “Armed Takeover is UnA-
merican” among them.
“They are spurring a revo-
lution but not the revolution
they wanted,” Suckling said.
He expects those who are
passionate about public lands
from across the country will
step up to oppose the occu-
pation in Oregon, he said.
“The Malheur does not
belong to the Bundys,” he
said.

Rising tensions in
Harney County boiled
over Tuesday night §
during a community
meeting to discuss
the armed standoff
at a national wildlife [}
refuge outside Burns.
Eighteen days since
brothers Ammon and
Ryan Bundy led an
armed takeover of =
the Malheur National [
Wildlife Refuge, a rift
has opened among
community members.
While locals argued,
the Bundy brothers
and their followers
sat silently in the
audience.

KELLY HOUSE/STAFF

Harney
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But the audience of per-
haps 300 people had plenty
tosay, and it seemed the cork
had come out of the county.

One woman said she
appreciated the attention
Bundy had brought to rural
issues but told him, “Get the
hell out of my county.”

Another man gestured
at Bundy and gave him the
same message.

“Are you happy you did
this to our community?” he
said.

Another woman, shaking
in anger, called out Bundy
for the fear he’s caused in
local schools, which closed
for a week after the occupa-
tion began. She yelled across
the gym at him, telling him
toleave and “go to jail where
you deserve to be!”

At one point, someone
yelled, “Let Ammon speak.”
Another retorted: “He’s not

from Harney County.”

Bundy’s brother Ryan
and a leading occupier, Jon
Ritzheimer, sat in bleach-
ers across the gym. After
one woman gave an impas-
sioned speech, Ryan Bundy
stood, shook her hand and
sat down. Ritzheimer raised
his hand for a turn to speak
but didn’t get the chance.

Police presence was heavy,
with uniformed officers
inside the gymnasium, lin-
ing the entry hall, and posted
outside.

Ammon Bundy wasn’t the
only one catching brickbats.
Public officials, particularly
Grasty and Harney County
Sheriff Dave Ward, took a ver-
bal pummeling.

One man, who said he was
from Eugene, pressed Ward
about what he was doing to
end the occupation and what
was the role of the FBL.

“Just tell the truth,” he
barked.

One speaker pressed
Grasty and others to not
ignore questions posed by

the audience.

“We deserve a response
when we ask a question of
our local officials,” said the
woman, shaking and in tears
as she spoke.

But the prosecution of
rancher Dwight Hammond Jr.
and his son Steven also drew
heated comments. Some
speakers were incensed that
the Hammonds had to return
to prison recently to serve a
longer sentence after a court
found their original sentenc-
ing was illegal.

One speaker said the sen-
tencerevealed “an overreach-
ing federal government.”
Instead of talking about who
needs to go home from Har-
ney County, she said, “we
need to talk about who needs
to come home.”

A 25-year resident of Har-
ney County said Bundy
“hijacked the Hammonds”
for his own cause. He said as
long as Bundy and his group
hold the refuge, the Ham-
monds have no hope for
clemency or any other relief.

Rancher Tom Sharp noted
that Bundy and others had
“lectured” local ranchers the
night before on the need for
them to repudiate their fed-
eral grazing permits.

Such a move would be “ter-
ribly destructive,” Sharp said.

He said it was time for
patient law enforcement
agents to act against “an
active crime scene” at the
refuge. He urged the ref-
uge be isolated, services be
cut off, and supplies no lon-
ger allowed in. His proposal
drew applause and cheers
from some in the crowd.

The community meeting
was the second in arow spon-
sored by county officials, who
vow to keep them up weekly
as long as residents attend.

When the meeting ended,
the Bundy brothers left as
quietly as they had entered,
striding silently to an SUV
with Nevada plates, and
driving off without a word
to the throngs of reporters
and onlookers who trailed
behind.

By Scott Sonner
Associated Press

RENO — Siding with the
government in a decades-
old battle over grazing rights,
afederal appeals court over-
turned a lower-court ruling
in favor of a Nevada rancher
and strongly admonished a
judge in Reno for abusing his
power and exhibiting per-
sonal bias against U.S. land
managers.

In a pair of decisions
issued Friday, the 9th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals
ruled the late Wayne Hage
of Tonopah and his family
were guilty of trespassing
cattle on federal land ille-
gally without a grazing per-
mit and should be subject
to fines. The appellate court
based in San Francisco also
determined that U.S. District
Judge Robert Clive Jones
had no legal basis to find
employees of the Bureau of
Land Management and For-
est Service in contempt of
court for doing their jobs.

In remanding the case
back to the lower court in
Reno, a three-judge panel
of the 9th Circuit took the
unusual step of ordering a
different district judge to
handle the case.

Such a move is warranted
“only in rare and extraordi-
nary circumstances, such as
when the district court has
exhibited personal bias or
when reassignment is advis-
able to maintain the appear-
ance of justice,” Judge Susan
Graber wrote in the 3-0 deci-
sion.

Jones, a former bank-
ruptcy judge in Las Vegas
who was appointed by Pres-
ident George W. Bush in
2003, has had his share of
conflict with the 9th Circuit

9th Circuit rules against
rancher in grazing case

Court. His rejection of same-
sex marriage in Nevada in
2012 was overturned by the
appeals court in 2014. So
was his 2012 effort to pull
“None of These Candidates”
off Nevada’s ballots.

More recently, Jones was
overturned in September
2015 when the 9th Circuit
revived a lawsuit against the
Nevada Health and Human
Services Department over
the issue of disenfranchis-
ing potential low-income
and disabled voters.

In a 104-page ruling in
May 2013, Jones largely
agreed with the Hages’
argument that they didn’t
have to have a grazing
permit because they had
existing water rights that
entitled them to run their
cattle on the federal land in
north-central Nevada about
200 miles north of Las Vegas.

The 9th Circuit disagreed.

“Defendants openly tres-
passed on federal land,” Gra-
ber wrote. “The ownership
of water rights has no effect
on the requirement that
rancher obtain a grazing per-
mit ... before allowing cattle
to graze on federal lands.”

Jonesissued a wide-rang-
ing injunction against the
government at the time,
ordering the two federal
agencies to issue grazing
permits to the Hages and
to obtain permission from
his court before issuing
any future trespass notices
against them. He also found
two government workers —
Thomas Seley of the Bureau
of Land Management and
Steven Williams of the For-
est Service — in contempt
of court for their continued
attempts to force the Hages
to comply with the law.





