
Dear Governor Inslee:

On behalf of the undersigned organizations representing millions of supporters in the United 
States and worldwide, I am writing to respectfully request that you publicly endorse the re-
moval of the four lower Snake River dams (Ice Harbor Dam, Lower Monumental Dam, Little 
Goose Dam, Low Granite Dam) in order to help recover endangered salmon populations and to 
increase food supplies for critically endangered Southern Resident Killer Whales (SRKW). Dam 
UHPRYDO�ZRXOG�DOVR�EHQHÀW�WKH�WULEHV�ZKRVH�FXOWXUDO�DQG�VSLULWXDO�LQWHUHVWV�KDYH�EHHQ�VLJQLÀ-
cantly and adversely impacted by the construction and operations of the dams. 

We appreciate your leadership and efforts to study and facilitate collaborative discussions in 
regard to the myriad threats to SRKW through the creation of the Southern Resident Orca Task 
)RUFH��6527)���\RXU�VLJQLQJ�RI�PXOWLSOH�ELOOV�WR�EHQHÀW�65.:�LQWR�ODZ��DQG��PRVW�UHFHQWO\��LQ�
the decision by the Washington Department of Ecology to exercise state authority under the 
Clean Water Act to require federal dam operators to keep the Columbia and Snake rivers cool 
enough for salmon survival.  Individually and collectively these were important actions intend-
HG�WR�EHQHÀW�65.:�DQG�WKHLU�KDELWDW���1HYHUWKHOHVV��ZLWK�IRRG�DV�RQH�RI�WKH�SULPDU\�OLPLWLQJ�
IDFWRUV�IRU�WKH�UHFRYHU\�RI�65.:��WKH�VFLHQWLÀF�HYLGHQFH�LV�FOHDU�WKDW�WKH�UHPRYDO�RI�WKH�IRXU�ORZ-
er Snake River dams is the single most important action that can be taken to begin to restore the 
salmon runs and to rebuild the SRKW population.  After decades of expending billions of tax 
dollars in a failed attempt to mitigate the impacts of the dams on salmon and SRKW, it is time to 
end such costly and unsuccessful efforts and remove the dams.  

As of August 2019, there were only 72 SRKW remaining, with “Mega” (L41) declared to be 
missing as of January 2020.  According to your own SROTF, “the status of the Southern Resident 
population remains critical, with a declining population, a continued lack of prey and ever-in-
creasing adverse impacts from vessels and toxics.” Without adequate food, SRKW are declining 
in condition, they are more susceptible to disease and adverse impacts from their contaminant 
loads, their productivity declines, and calf mortality increases. As reported by Wasser et al. 
(2017), “low availability of Chinook salmon appears to be an important stressor among these 

1 See: https://medium.com/wagovernor/inslee-signs-bill-package-to-protect-aid-grow-orca-and-salmon-population-in-salish-
sea-721b2d4758c9
��KWWSV���DSSV�HFRORJ\�ZD�JRY�DTXDWLFV�GHFLVLRQV��VHH�FHUWLÀFDWLRQV�LVVXHG�RQ�0D\���������
��KWWSV���ZZZ�RUFDQHWZRUN�RUJ�0DLQ�LQGH[�SKS"FDWHJRULHVBÀOH %LUWKV���DQG���'HDWKV
4 Southern Resident Orca Task Force, Draft Year 2 Report and Recommendations, October 2019 at page 10. Available at: https://
ZZZ�JRYHUQRU�ZD�JRY�VLWHV�GHIDXOW�ÀOHV�65.:'UDIW5HSRUWB���������SGI
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ÀVK�HDWLQJ�ZKDOHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�FDXVH�RI�ODWH�SUHJQDQF\�IDLOXUH��LQFOXGLQJ�XQREVHUYHG�
perinatal loss.”  In addition, their ability to access prey when faced with vessel and other anthro-
pogenic ocean noises, which can result in serious physiological and behavioral impacts prevent-
ing communication and feeding, is also a critical concern. While the underlying causes of these 
threats are diverse and complex, SRKW urgently need more food and to live in a quieter envi-
ronment to recover.  Indeed, as determined by Lacy et al. (2017), who conducted a Population 
9LDELOLW\�$VVHVVPHQW�IRU�65.:��´UHGXFLQJ�DFRXVWLF�GLVWXUEDQFH�E\�����FRPELQHG�ZLWK�LQFUHDV-
LQJ�&KLQRRN�E\�����ZRXOG�DOORZ�WKH��65.:��SRSXODWLRQ�WR�UHDFK������JURZWK�µ

While efforts need to be expanded and expedited to address the contaminants and noise issues 
in SRKW habitat, the single most important action to address the food shortage for SRKW is 
to remove the dams to restore the salmon runs. According to data from the Columbia Research 
%DVLQ��WKH������VSULQJ��VXPPHU��DQG�IDOO�&KLQRRN�VDOPRQ�UHWXUQV�IRU�WKH�/RZHU�*UDQLWH�'DP�
(the fourth of the four Lower Snake River dams) were 69, 72, and 58 percent below the ten year 
average, further demonstrating that the mitigation measures intended to increase salmon pop-
ulations and return numbers while retaining the dams have failed. According to the US Army 
Corps of Engineers, if the four dams were removed, one model used to assess changes to smolt-
to-adult returns to the Lower Granite Dam predicted a 170 percent increase compared to the 
no-action alternative (i.e., effectively maintaining status quo operations of the dams), providing 
evidence of the value of removing the dams for SRKW.  

The undersigned organizations recognize that the removal of the four Lower Snake River dam 
will cause impacts to the energy, transportation, and recreation infrastructure in the region with 
DVVRFLDWHG�HFRQRPLF�FRQVHTXHQFHV��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�DQ�HFRQRPLF�DQDO\VLV�XQGHUWDNHQ�E\�(&21RU-
thwest, “a careful exploration of the range of economic tradeoffs (of dam removal) based on 
SXEOLFO\�DYDLODEOH�GDWD�VXJJHVWV�WKH�EHQHÀWV�RU�UHPRYDO�H[FHHG�WKH�FRVWV��DQG�WKXV�VRFLHW\�ZRXOG�
OLNHO\�EH�EHWWHU�RII�ZLWKRXW�WKH�GDPV�µ�,QGHHG��EDVHG�RQ�LWV�DQDO\VLV��(&21RUWKZHVW�GHWHUPLQHG�
that “removing the Lower Snake River Dams will result in a net increase of $505 million in out-
put, $492 million in value added, $408 million in labor income, and 317 annual jobs.”

With so few SRKW remaining on the planet, no one is acting with the urgency necessary to save 
this unique population. The severity of the situation is even more critical when considering the 
remaining number of breeding SRKW in the population.  At present, there are only 22 female 
SRKW of breeding age (9 in J-pod, 4 in K-pod, and 9 in L-pod) and only six of these whales have 
VXFFHVVIXOO\�FDOYHG�LQ�WKH�SDVW�ÀYH�\HDUV����LQ�-�SRG����LQ�.�SRG��DQG���LQ�/�SRG����)XUWKHUPRUH��
only 24 female SRKW (including those not yet of breeding age) have more than 10 reproductive 
years remaining thereby necessitating urgent action to address the primary threats to SRKW. 

-XVW�DV�2UHJRQ�*RYHUQRU�%URZQ�SXEOLFO\�HQGRUVHG�WKH�UHPRYDO�RI�WKH�GDPV�LQ�KHU����)HEUX-
ary 2020 letter to you, your endorsement of the same bold action would send an undeniable 
message to the Trump administration, federal and state agencies, tribal governments, and your 
FRQVWLWXHQWV�RI�WKH�QHHG�WR�UHVWRUH�WKLV�LPSRUWDQW�VDOPRQ�KDELWDW�WR�EHQHÀW�VDOPRQ�DQG�65.:��

5 See: http://www.cbr.washington.edu/
6 US Army Corps of Engineers et al. 2020. Columbia River Systems Draft Environmental Impact Statement. Executive Summary 
DW�����$YDLODEOH�DW��KWWSV���FGP������FRQWHQWGP�RFOF�RUJ�XWLOV�JHWÀOH�FROOHFWLRQ�S�����FROO��LG������
��(&21RUWKZHVW��������/RZHU�6QDNH�5LYHU�GDPV�HFRQRPLF�WUDGHRIIV�RI�UHPRYDOV��5HSRUW�SUHSDUHG�IRU�9XOFDQ��,QF��([HF-
utive Summary at 8. Available at: https://static1.squarespace.com/static/597fb96acd39c34098e8d423/t/5d41be440a153e-
����IHH������������������/RZHU6QDNHB([HF6XPPDU\B),1$/B(&21:9��FRS\�SGI
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Such decisive action will also satisfy the diverse tribal interests, multiple other stakeholders, and 
WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�SXEOLF�ZKR�UHFRJQL]H�WKDW�WKH�UHPRYDO�RI�WKHVH�GDPV�ZLOO�SURYLGH�VLJQLÀFDQW�
FXOWXUDO��UHFUHDWLRQDO��DHVWKHWLF��HFRORJLFDO��DQG�HFRQRPLF�EHQHÀWV�WKDW�IDU�RXWZHLJK�DQ\�DGYHUVH�
consequences. 

Thank you in advance for considering this urgent request. Just as you have become a leader in 
efforts to combat climate change and to responsibly confront the ongoing COVID-19 crisis, we 
hope that you will demonstrate the same leadership in advocating for SRKW, their habitat, tribal 
LQWHUHVWV��DQG�HYHU\RQH�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�ZKR�FKHULVK�WKHVH�PDJQLÀFHQW�DQLPDOV�

Respectfully,

Peggy Oki
Origami Whales Project Founder & Director
5966 Via Real #3
Carpinteria, CA 93013
ph: 805.684.3573
e-mail: peggy@peggyoki.com

Amy Eberling  Founder, Executive Director 
TheSalishSeaSchool.org

Kriss Kevorkian, PhD, MSW, 
Founder of Legal Rights for the Salish Sea

Will Anderson, President Green Vegans

Ericka Ceballos, 
International Wildlife Trade Expert, 

International E-Commerce of Protected 
Wildlife Research Coordinator, 

CEO and Founder of CATCA Environmental 
and Wildlife Society

1DQF\�$]]DP��
Executive Director Dolphin Connection

recycled content and double-sided to save trees
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.UHVWLQH�5HHG��%URDGEDQG�/HDGHU�
1RUWK�2O\PSLF�3HQLQVXOD�%URDGEDQG

Courtney S. Vail, 
Director of Strategic Campaigns  OPS

%UHQGDQ�3ULFH�0�%LRO�,QVW�,UO���&(2�,66��

Jeff Pantukoff, President & Founder   
The Whaleman Foundation, Executive Director 

Save the Whales Again! Campaign

1DRPL�$��5RVH��3K�'���0DULQH�0DPPDO�
Scientist, Animal Welfare Institute

Chuck Owens, Founder  PCPW

Attorney David Kaplan
President, Cetacean Society International

Emy Kane, Co-Deputy Director & Execution 
Lead, Only One (Lonely Whale/SeaLegacy/

%OXH�6SKHUH�)RXQGDWLRQ�

Sophia Ressler
Wildlife Advocate, Staff Attorney
&HQWHU�IRU�%LRORJLFDO�'LYHUVLW\

'U�%DUEDUD�0DDV��
Founder and Chief Executive, 
3HRSOH�IRU�1DWXUH�	�3HDFH
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Lesley Sutty, Eastern Caribbean 
Coalition for Environmental Awareness

'U��,QJULG�1��9LVVHU��)RXQGHU�	�6FLHQWLVW
Orca Research Trust, Whale Rescue

Tilen Genov
Morigenos - Slovenian Marine Mammal Society 

Toni Frohoff, Ph.D.
(WKRORJLVW�	�%HKDYLRUDO�%LRORJLVW

Advancing Interspecies Science and Advocacy 
IRU�$QLPDOV�DQG�1DWXUH
TerramarResearch.org

Marilyn Kroplick, Executive Director 
In Defense of Animals

Fabian Ritter, Vositzender, President
MEER  

&HOHVWH�%ROOLQL��3ROLF\�$QDO\VW��
Environmental Investigation Agency

Elsa Cabrera, Executive director  
Centro de Conservación Cetacea (CCC)

Fabienne McLellan
Co-Director International Relations, OceanCare

Sharon Grace, SRKW CSI Coordinator
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6DEHQD�6LGGLTXL��1DWLRQDO�%RDUG�0HPEHU�
American Cetacean Society

%LUJLWK�6ORWK��&KDLU�
Society for the Conservation of Marine Mammals, 

Denmark

GSM
Havpattedyr 
Selskab til Bevarelse af   GSM

Jillian Drury, Executive Director 
0DULQH�0DPPDO�$OOLDQFH�1DQWXFNHW�

1DQDPL�.XUDVDZD��6HFUHWDU\�JHQHUDO�
,UXND�	�.XMLUD�'ROSKLQ�	�:KDOH�$FWLRQ�1HWZRUN

Darren Kindleysides, CEO
Australian Marine Conservation Society

Dr Yolanda Alaniz Pasini, Founder 
Conservación de Mamíferos 

0DULQRV�GH�0H[LFR���&20$5,12

Dr. Hal Whitehead

1DWDOLH�%DUHIRRW��([HFXWLYH�'LUHFWRU
Cet Law

Andy Ottoway, Executive Director 
Campaign Whale

Sue Arnold, CEO 
California Gray Whale Coalition

Mary J Whitney, Founder Director 
Fluke Foundation 
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