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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Water Connects Us All
In late August, I had the incredible opportunity to get out

on the Green River and travel through the Gates of Lodore

in Dinosaur National Monument with members of the Teton
Sara Husby

Valley WHALES (Women’s Hiking and Ladies’ Epicurean

Society) Broadband (WY/ID). I was excited and nervous at

the same time. In the past I have only gone on day trips on

the Sacramento and American Rivers, but nothing overnight.

“If there

is magic
on this

planet, it is

contained in
water.”

— Loren Eiseley

3OXV,ZDVKHDGLQJRXWRQP\ÀUVWDGYHQWXUHDV%URDGV·QHZ
Executive Director. Would we get along? Would it seem like

,ZDVWKHVWDŲSHUVRQIURPWKHQDWLRQDORű
FHFUDVKLQJWKHLU
party?

Let me tell you, I had nothing to worry about. It was such a

IXQDGYHQWXUH³ÀOOHGZLWK%URDGVFRPUDGHU\WKDW,FRXOGRQO\

“Spring passes and
one remembers one’s
innocence.
Summer passes and
one remembers one’s
exuberance.
Autumn passes and
one remembers one’s
reverence.
Winter passes and
one remembers one’s
perseverance.”
― Yoko Ono

have imagined. The WHALES were excited to “break in the

new ED,” and I was welcomed from the minute I arrived. The

QH[WÀYHGD\VZHZHUHVXUURXQGHGE\EHDXW\DQGVWDUVWXGGHG

night skies, creating memories I will never forget. I even got to

VHHDEDOGHDJOHFKDVLQJDQRVSUH\WKDWZDVFDUU\LQJDÀVKLQLWV
mouth!

But while I was on the river, my mind kept wandering to the subject of water. For the last



way I think about water. And in conversations I’ve had with Broadband leaders over the





Concerns were shared about drought and water supply. We talked about the importance of



15 years I lived in California; water is in the news almost every day—and it’s shaped the

last few months on regional calls, a common priority I heard over and over again was water.
watershed health, and I was reminded of the impact grazing has on streams and rivers.

$VZHÁRDWHGGRZQWKHULYHULQDSDUWRIWKHFRXQWU\WKDW·VQHZWRPH,ZRQGHUHG:KHUH
was the water we were rafting on coming from? What mountain range drained into it?

How much snow pack did this area have the past year? How much water is released daily
from the dams upstream? What involvement do federal agencies have on this body of

water? Is this someone’s drinking water? Irrigation water? Who has water rights? Are

there allocations being implemented on the Green River just like on the Colorado River?

Water. Water. Water.
:DWHUFRQQHFWVXVDOORQGLŲHUHQWODQGVFDSHVDFURVVWKHFRXQWU\,W·VQRWMXVWD
western concern. Access to enough clean water is essential for all life.
(Continued page 10)

    
     
  


  
  
 



Broads Get Wild on the Green River
This year, even though we had to cancel
our Broadwalks, we went on two Broadtastic fundraising trips on the Green
River along the Colorado/Utah border
through the stunning Gates of Lodore.

Great Old Broads
for Wilderness
555 Rivergate Lane, B1-110
Durango, CO 81301
970-385-9577
broads@greatoldbroads.org
www.greatoldbroads.org

We had an awesome crew of river guides
provided by our hosts at Holiday River
Expeditions, and each trip featured
wonderful specialty programs.
7KLVVSHFLDOVWUHWFKRIWKH*UHHQ5LYHUÁRZV
through Gates of Lodore Canyon and into
the heart of Dinosaur National Monument.
As the Green meets the Yampa, Colorado’s
ODVWIUHHÁRZLQJULYHULQWKHVWDWHLWGURSV
down into Whirlpool Canyon and then into
Utah through Split Mountain Canyon and
beyond.
Broads gathered the evening before
departure for orientation as the sky
transformed from a bold sea glass blue to
a colorful array of reds and oranges.
There was energy in the air as we made
introductions, received drybags, and
prepared for our adventures.


 
 
In August, the trip focus was the night sky,
and our special guest was Crystal White,
RZQHURI0RDE$VWURQRP\7RXUVDQGFR

STAFF

founder of Moab Dark Skies. This trip
included members of the Teton Valley
WHALES Broadband (WY/ID), with
Broads’ Executive Director Sara Husby as
WKHVWDŲOHDG
Each evening, Broads enjoyed an
incredible meal crafted by Holiday’s
guides before settling in for a presentation
and stargazing. We learned that much of
the Earth is losing its dark skies to light
pollution, and most Americans will live
their whole lives without seeing the Milky
Way.
River trips provide an easily accessible and
rare opportunity to experience truly dark
skies and a unique way to connect with the
natural world.
(Continued page 8)
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“A river seems a magic thing.
A magic, moving, living part
of the very earth itself.” ― Laura Gilpin
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Great Old Broads for
Wilderness is a national
grassroots organization,
led by women, that engages
and inspires activism
to preserve and protect
wilderness and wild lands.
Please credit Broads for reprinted articles.

 

Rockin’ the Boat
by Rockin’ the Vote

by Lauren Berutich

November midterm elections are right around the corner,
and the results will impact our country’s path forward with
respect to environmental issues. Let’s explore what’s at
VWDNHIURPD%URDGVH\HYLHZ)LUVWWKHQXPEHUV
34 Senate seats
and all 435 House
of Representatives
seats will be up
for election. A
total of 469 new
or returning
HOHFWHGRű
FLDOV
will be tasked
with representing
their constituents’
voices and vision
for the future.
But are our voices heard? Current actions by many elected
Rű
FLDOVLQGLFDWHRWKHUZLVH
In July, Center for Western Priorities published results
from a poll conducted in the states of Arizona, Colorado,
New Mexico, and Nevada that examined registered voters’
position on public lands issues as we approach the midterm
elections. The poll was weighted to ensure proportional
representation of state votes.**
90% responded that wild public lands, parks, and wildlife
issues are “important” or “very important” to them. 81%
said conservation of public lands, parks, and wildlife issues
ZLOOLQÁXHQFHZKLFKFDQGLGDWHWKH\YRWHIRU
Respondents also expressed that politicians in Washington,
D.C. are not focused enough on key environmental issues,
including climate change, global warming, and preserving
open space—with the greatest common concern being water
shortages and drought.
6HDOHYHOULVHÁRRGLQJGURXJKWZLOGÀUHORVVRIKDELWDW
and an extinction crisis cannot be viewed from a partisan
perspective. We are all impacted by environmental extremes.
These threats to our natural world keep
me up at night. We need Federal elected
leadership committed to actions that repair
our planet instead of making our home
uninhabitable.
6XUYH\KWWSVZHVWHUQSULRULWLHVRUJZLQQLQJWKHZHVW

,QÁXHQFLQJFKDQJHEHJLQVZLWK\RX&DQYRWHUVURFNWKH
boat and shake things up in Congress? You bet we can!
VOTE. Rock your political power and grow your impact
WKURXJKWKHIROORZLQJDFWLYLWLHV

Do your research
Find out who is running in your district and their stance
on issues. Do they align with your values? Do they have a
record of supporting policy that you would like to see in
DFWLRQ"7KHQRQSDUWLVDQ/HDJXHRI&RQVHUYDWLRQ9RWHUVLV
DJRRGUHVRXUFH7KH\FUHDWHDQLVVXHEDVHGUHSRUWFDUGWR
share how politicians have voted over time
KWWSVELWO\/&9LQIR 

Engage your community
Volunteer to help register people to vote and ensure
voter registration is accessible to everyone in your area.
Support educational opportunities by posting debates,
panel discussions, and roundtable events to social media
platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram or to
community newsletters and calendars.

Check your registration
Did you check your voter registration status and sign up for
election reminders? These are important steps to ensure
that you are eligible to cast your vote on election day.

Keep showing up
(...and bring someone with you!) Many Broads are already
doing the good work—they vote! The 2020 election had the
highest voter turnout of the 21st century, with 68.4% being
women. Voter turnout was highest among those 65–74
years old. Those least likely to vote are those under the age
of 25. Adopt a budding Broad! Support and mentor their
passion for engaging in public lands politics and help them
get to the polls to participate.
:HKDYHDUHVSRQVLELOLW\WRÀQGDZD\WROLYHLQEDODQFHZLWK
the natural world. To do so, we must make sure our elected
Rű
FLDOVUHFRJQL]HXVDVFRQVWLWXHQWVVWDNHKROGHUVDQGWKH
voting public—and urge them to support protections for
climate, clean air and water, and public lands and waters to
ensure a livable future on Earth.

greatoldbroads.org
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THE BROADER WILDERNESS
(DUVDQG*UDQG6WDLUFDVH(VFDODQWHDQGODUJHU
including Death Valley, Glacier Bay, Gates of the Arctic,
DQGWKH:UDQJHOO6W(OLDV1DWLRQDO0RQXPHQWV³DOO
subsequently designated as national parks/preserves.

by Jason Vaughn

     
 

The White House’s move last year restoring the boundaries
RI8WDK·V%HDUV(DUVDQG*UDQG6WDLUFDVH(VFDODQWH1DWLRQDO
0RQXPHQWVWRWKHLUIXOOSUH7UXPSVL]HVKRXOGKDYHVHWWOHG
that issue once and for all.
But, predictably enough, it didn’t—as now the State of Utah is
suing in federal court claiming
that the federal government
overstepped its authority
in restoring the national
monuments to their original size.
,QDODZVXLWÀOHGLQODWH$XJXVW
Utah argues that the restored
monuments violated the
provision of the 1906 Antiquities
Act that limits monument
size “to the smallest area
compatible with proper care and
management of the objects to be
protected.”
In a statement, Utah Gov. Spencer Cox said, “We now challenge
this repeated, abusive federal overreach to ensure that our public
lands are adequately protected and that smart stewardship
remains with the people closest to the land.”
In this instance, of course, “smart stewardship” is code for
reopening these landscapes to fossil fuel extraction, mining,
and natural resource exploitation. In any case, the actual basis
RIWKHODZVXLWLVIXQGDPHQWDOO\ÁDZHGDVLQWKH6XSUHPH
Court ruled in favor of the government on a similar case
LQYROYLQJ3UHVLGHQW7KHRGRUH5RRVHYHOW·VFUHDWLRQRIWKHWKHQ
Grand Canyon National Monument. Since 1906, the Antiquities
Act has been used by both Democratic and Republican
administrations to set aside many areas roughly the size of Bears
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%URDGVVWDQGVZLWKWKH%HDUV(DUV,QWHU7ULEDO
Coalition (that is currently working on an innovative
QHZFRPDQDJHPHQWSODQIRU%HDUV(DUVZLWKWKH
BLM) and the many other Tribes and environmental
groups pushing for the continued protection of these
remarkable areas.
This lawsuit is dangerous—any attack on a bedrock
conservation law like the Antiquities Act is a threat to
all federal public land protections. And given RWKHU
UHFHQW6XSUHPH&RXUWGHFLVLRQVRQFDVHVORQJ
assumed to be “settled law” ...well, let’s just say that
the future is unsettled and murky.
We’ll keep you informed as this
case unfolds.

  
   
  
Meanwhile, in other new lawsuit
news...
Earlier this year, the White House
withdrew nearly 350 square miles
of Minnesota’s Superior National
Forest from mineral leases for
20 years to protect the greater Boundary Waters
Canoe Area Wilderness (BWCAW) watershed, thus
SUHYHQWLQJSRWHQWLDOHFRORJLFDOGLVDVWHUIURPWKHORQJ
SURSRVHG7ZLQ0HWDOVFRSSHUQLFNHOPLQH
1RZ7ZLQ0HWDOVRZQHUVWKH&KLOHDQEDVHGPLQLQJ
FRQJORPHUDWH$QWRIDJDVWDKDYHÀOHGDIHGHUDOODZVXLW
claiming that the Department of the Interior (DOI)
acted illegally when it canceled the mineral leases.
According to the lawsuit, the company claims the DOI
conducted a “coordinated campaign” that “constituted
nothing less than an unlawful attempt to rewrite
the policy choices that Congress has made about the
proper balance between environmental concerns and
the availability of mining on public lands.”

The Twin Metals mine
would expose the
QHDUO\SULVWLQH%:&$:
watershed to severe
environmental damage
and degradation from
LWVSURSRVHGVXOÀGHRUH
copper and nickel mining
operation. This would
be catastrophic for the
BWCAW—an area of
clear lakes, unspoiled
forests, and critical wildlife
habitats that also happens
WREHWKHPRVWYLVLWHGZLOGHUQHVVDUHDLQWKHQDWLRQ
Our Wild Waters Broadband in Minnesota has been working
with the Save the Boundary Waters campaign since we held
a Broadwalk there in 2015 to stop the Twin Metals mine and
permanently protect the greater BWCAW area from similar
operations.
“The Biden administration’s actions to protect the Boundary
:DWHUVZHUHZHOOFRQVLGHUHGFRQVLVWHQWZLWKOHJDO
SUHFHGHQWDQGHVWDEOLVKHGSXEOLFSROLF\DQGUHÁHFWWKHZLOO
of Minnesotans and the American people,” said Becky Rom,
National Chair of Save the Boundary Waters. “This lawsuit
is destined to fail.”
We hope she is right.

   
  
Despite President Joe Biden’s “30x30” (aka “America the
Beautiful Initiative”) pledge to conserve 30% of the nation’s
public lands and waters by 2030, as this newsletter goes to
print he has yet to use his authority under the Antiquities
Act to work toward that goal by actually creating any new
monuments. It’s time for that to change.
There are countless landscapes across the nation that
deserve permanent monument status, but the following
SODFHVDUHFXUUHQWO\WRSRIWKHOLVW
AVI KWA AME
In southern Nevada, decades ago the Fort Mojave Indian
Council began working to gain designation of the Avi Kwa
Ame (“Spirit Mountain”) area as a national monument.
7KLVGUDPDWLFKLJKGHVHUWODQGVFDSHLVKRPHWRRQHRIWKH
largest remaining Joshua tree forests, and is important
habitat for a number of threatened species. It’s also the
ancestral homeland to at least ten Native American tribes,
and considered sacred by several others. Broads supports

FRPDQDJHPHQWRIWKHSURSRVHGPRQXPHQWE\WKH
Department of Interior and Tribes to ensure the proper
protection of the countless cultural sites located in the
area.
CAMP HALE-CONTINENTAL DIVIDE
,QFHQWUDO&RORUDGRWKHSURSRVHG&DPS+DOH&RQWLQHQWDO
Divide National Monument would encompass Camp Hale
and part of the Tenmile Range west of Breckenridge. This
monument would preserve an important military history
site that served as a vital winter training ground for
American troops in World War II and permanently protect
a mountainous area of the Continental Divide considered
one of the most important wildlife habitat and migration
corridors in the country. We held a Broadwalk in 2018 to
bring attention to proposed protections for this area.
CASTNER RANGE
In far southwest Texas, the proposed Castner Range National
0RQXPHQWZRXOGRŲHUSHUPDQHQWSURWHFWLRQIRUDIRUPHU
U.S. Army weapons testing range in the Franklin Mountains
near El Paso. This Chihuahuan Desert landscape—part of
a vital migration corridor for more than 25 threatened and
endangered species—has long provided a natural respite for
the largely Latinx communities in the area, which have been
ÀJKWLQJIRULWVSURWHFWLRQIRURYHU\HDUV
Other landscapes considered for monument creation or
expansion include the Caja del Rio area, west of Santa
Fe, New Mexico; Berryessa Snow Mountain National
Monument in QRUWKHUQ&DOLIRUQLDDQG3DFLÀF5HPRWH
,VODQGV0DULQH1DWLRQDO0RQXPHQWLQWKHFHQWUDO3DFLÀF
It’s time for the administration to set aside these places as
national monuments. Show your support and call or write
the White House to urge the administration to get the
President’s pen into action!

Welcome Jennifer
Erickson as our new
Membership & Events
Program Coordinator!
Jennifer is a graduate of Fort
Lewis College in Durango,
Colorado where she studied
Exercise Science and
Marketing.
After years of working for large for-profit companies she
found her true passion was working in the nonprofit
conservation space. When she is not in the office you can find
her hanging with her dog out on a trail or at home cooking
for friends and family.

greatoldbroads.org
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BROADBANDS IN ACTION!
by Jason Vaughn

 

 

 

One of the most powerful things a Broadband can do is
UHDFKRXWWRRŲHUWKHLUH[SHULHQFHDQGHQWKXVLDVPIRU
wilderness. It’s not always easy, but the rewards are more
than worth it.

that we tried to communicate with them in Spanish. They
DSSUHFLDWHGWKHHŲRUWµ
Chara shared that Broadband members learned just as much
from the experience as the students, especially about the
LPSRUWDQFHRIÁH[LELOLW\´6FKHGXOHVFXOWXUHVDQGODQJXDJH
all bring the unexpected. Patience and having an open mind
are good things.”
After these successful events this summer, the South San
Juan Broads want to continue to work with Compañeros and
RWKHUVRQFRQVHUYDWLRQDQGFOLPDWHFKDQJHUHODWHGSURMHFWV

     
One of the best ways to understand the health of a
landscape is to check its water. Broadbands routinely survey
and take water samples from rivers, lakes, streams, and
springs to test for a variety of factors to help determine the
condition of the larger ecosystem.

Kids along the Animas River examining macroinvertebrates and
learning about river health.
This past summer, the South San Juan Broadband (SSJB)
RIVRXWKHUQ&RORUDGRFROODERUDWHGZLWKWKH'XUDQJREDVHG
&RPSDxHURV)RXU&RUQHUV,PPLJUDQW5HVRXUFH&HQWHUWR
give children and families a chance to get out and explore
the rivers and natural landscapes of the San Juan Mountains.
This unique partnership—part of Compañeros’ La Escuelita
.HGXFDWLRQDOSURJUDP³JDYHWKH66-%DQRSSRUWXQLW\
to, in the words of Broadband leader Chara Ragland, “get
out of our small, insular world and reach out to the greater
community.”
Over a series of three events, members led outdoor
educational programs that focused on water, plants, and
beavers.
“It’s been very rewarding to see a lot of people who haven’t
been exposed to things outside discover things for the
ÀUVWWLPHµVDLG&KDUDZKRDGGHGWKDWWKHUHZHUHVRPH
challenges, especially the occasional language barrier. But
she says that while the Broads’ Spanish wasn’t perfect, their
HŲRUWGLGQ·WJRXQQRWLFHG
“One of the moms on the last hikes said that she liked
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It’s sometimes hard (and often muddy) work—but that’s
never been a problem for Broads.
And it’s important work, as the
data the Broadbands collect can
be vital for scientists and land
managers to track polluters and
make decisions about public
land and water use. It can also be fun—after all, there are
certainly worse ways to spend a hot day than by —or in—a
stream!
Here’s a taste of the monitoring work Broads across the
QDWLRQDUHFRQGXFWLQJ
,Q$UL]RQDWKH<DYDSDL3UHVFRWW%URDGVSDUWQHUZLWKWKH
Sierra Club’s Yavapai Group and Grand Canyon Chapter to
UHFRUGZDWHUÁRZDQGVHGLPHQWDWLRQOHYHOVRQDPRQWKO\
basis along the Upper Verde River and its tributaries in the
Prescott National Forest.
In Colorado, the Northern San Juan Broads partner with
Colorado Parks and Wildlife and River Watch to monitor
the Uncompahgre River for metallic content, Ph levels, and
other factors in an area of the state dotted with many active
and abandoned mining operations.
Also in Colorado, the Wild Watersheds Broads—in
partnership with Colorado Parks and Wildlife—continue

Penelope Peterson, Genia Moncada, and Barbara Muirhead.
“It was great to have this initial project for us to focus on,”
says Penelope. “We were kind of planning this Broadwalk
before we had even talked about becoming leaders.”
“I had attended two Broadwalks, but had never tried to
RUJDQL]HRQHEHIRUHµVD\V*HQLD´7KLVZDVDGLŲHUHQW
experience.”

Members of the Rogue Valley Broads gather water samples
along the Rogue River.
their work monitoring Fountain Creek in the Pike National
Forest. Fountain Creek is a tributary of the Arkansas River,
ZLWKDKLVWRU\RIFRQWDPLQDWLRQIURPPLQLQJIDUPUXQRŲ
and raw sewage pollution from Colorado Springs. It is a vital
lifeline for numerous ecosystems along the Front Range.
In Oregon, the Rogue Valley Broads partner with Rogue
Riverkeeper to monitor the Rogue River in the Siskiyou
National Forest for pollution. “This is a great activity for
me to get out into my backyard,” reports Broadband leader
Susie Schmidt.

Organizing a Broadwalk event begins months before—
ÀQGLQJDWRSLFORFDWLQJDQDSSURSULDWHYHQXHOLQLQJXS
speakers, making contingency plans for weather, and
dealing with all the logistics of up to more than two dozen
SDUWLFLSDQWVIRUDPXOWLGD\FDPSLQJWULS
Penelope says one of the scheduled speakers came down
with the Covid just days before the event and had to
cancel—leaving them to scramble to make alternate plans.
6KHVD\VWKDWÁH[LELOLW\DQGWKHZLOOLQJQHVVWRVD\´QRµZHUH
the keys to the event’s success.
“Be ready to make some tough decisions,” Penelope says.”
<RXFDQEHÁH[LEOHEXWEHSUHSDUHGWRPDNHVRPHGLű
FXOW
decisions along the way.”
“There’s a lot of satisfaction gained from planning an event.
It’s a lot of work, but it’s worth it in the end,” says Genia.

Thanks to all of the Broads and Broadbands out there who
are documenting the health of our waterways!

   
   
The Polly Dyer Broadband in Seattle held a “Save the
Silence” regional Broadwalk in Olympic National Park in
late August to focus on an increased threat to the park’s
SHDFHDQGTXLHWIURPORZDOWLWXGHÁ\RYHUVE\861DY\MHWV
on training missions.
$QGE\DQ\PHDVXUHWKHPXOWLGD\FDPSRXWHYHQWZDV
a success—as attendees wrote 70 postcards to park
DQGIHGHUDORű
FLDOVDERXWWKHLQWUXVLYHDLUFUDIWWHVWLQJ
performed stewardship activities, hiked, attended evening
talks, and even found time to celebrate a couple of birthdays
and honor longtime Broad Raelene Gold with the Ageless
Advocacy Award along the way!
Beyond that, though, it was an educational experience
LQSODQQLQJIRUWKH%URDGEDQG·VQHZWULRRIFROHDGHUV³

Esther MacIlroy (left) and Holly Villaroman (right), daughter
of 97-year-old longtime Broad, Val LaBreche (center), celebrated
their birthdays at the “Save the Silence” regional Broadwalk.
greatoldbroads.org
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Women for the Wild Campaign a Success!
We are honored by your support, which has taken
us over the top to not only meet but exceed the
$3.1 million goal we set for the Women for the
Wild Comprehensive Campaign.
7KDQNVWRRYHUGRQRUVWKLVLPPHQVHIXQGUDLVLQJHŲRUW
successfully generated gifts, pledges, and grants—many larger
than ever before—and for that we are grateful.
We set an ambitious goal when we presented the campaign
at the 30th anniversary celebration in September 2018. Once
we announced the campaign to our general membership in
January 2019, we enthusiastically hit the ground running.
But—what we did not anticipate (who did?), was that
business as usual would come to an abrupt halt in 2020 as

Covid entered our lives. As with other organizations, this
brought on tough times—we couldn’t hold events or raise
funds in the traditional ways we had in the past.
Thanks to your generosity, we were able to retain our
VWDŲDQGJURZRXUYLUWXDOVNLOOVWRNHHSÀJKWLQJWKHJRRG
ÀJKWIRU$PHULFD·VZLOGODQGVWKURXJKRXWWKHZRUVWRIWKH
pandemic.
YOU believed in Great Old Broads for Wilderness and made
this possible. Thank you for your dedication to public lands
and waters!
Watch for our annual report in the spring, where we’ll
share more details about how the campaign impacted
our work for the wild.

(Broads Get Wild—Continued from Page 2)

   
In September, we enjoyed a restorative and energizing
RXWGRRUÀWQHVVÁRDWWULSZLWKJXLGHDXWKRUSHUIRUPDQFH
coach, and founder of Sol Fit Adventures, Melanie Webb.
Broads’ Associate
Director Lauren
%HUXWLFKZDVWKHVWDŲ
lead.
Each day, as the
JURXSÁRDWHGWKURXJK
gorgeous canyons
and swam in cool
refreshing waters,
they also practiced a
multitude of nurturing
activities. Melanie’s
program included
(PHUJHQFH,PPHUVLYH([SHULHQFH³DERG\PLQGQDWXUH
fusion designed to create connectedness through movement,
breathwork, and guided meditation. Getting a bit “wilder”
—Play + Qigong Happiness Meditation included an activity
where Broads paired up, in locked eye contact, to mirror
each other’s spontaneous movements.
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“I’m sad to leave the river. However, I am taking the
LQWHQWLRQVZHVHW³HPHUJHSOD\DQGÁRZ³DQGPDNLQJ
sure I incorporate each of these into my daily routine,”
shared one participant. “When’s the next trip?”
We’re planning river trips with Holiday Rivers
([SHGLWLRQVIRUQH[W\HDU7KHVHXQLTXHRŲHULQJVDUHQRW
only fun, but a portion of each registration is generously
donated to Broads by Holiday.
Watch your email at the beginning of 2023 for events
you can join. Together we can make a splash for our
wild places!

Training for NEW Broadband Leaders

Wilderness Advocacy Leadership Training: March 27–31, 2023
Each spring, Broads hosts Wilderness Advocacy Leadership
Training Sessions (WALTS) to train new volunteer
Broadband Leaders from across the country. We cover a
whole host of topics that help propel volunteers into their
new leadership roles.
7KLVWUDLQLQJLVGHVLJQHGVSHFLÀFDOO\IRUWKRVHZKRDUH
committed to taking on the role of a Broadband leader.
Participants learn the nuts and bolts of our organization,
Broads’ niche within the conservation movement, how to
run a Broadband, and the key skills needed for this vital
leadership role.
Our Broadbands are the heart of our grassroots
organization. They identify regional conservation needs
and issues, and harness the passion, interests, and skills
of local activists to take action. It’s serious work, but
Broads have serious fun while doing it!
There isn’t one right way to run a Broadband—there are
many ways to have an impact on public lands and wildlife
issues through advocacy, stewardship, education, and fun.
WALTS is just the beginning. Broads’ leader training is
ongoing—with webinars, gatherings with seasoned leaders,
RQHRQRQHPHQWRUVKLSDQGPXFKPRUH
6RWKHELJTXHVWLRQLVWKLV$UH\RXUHDG\WRVWHSXSDQG
EHFRPHD%URDGEDQGOHDGHU"3HUKDSV\RXZDQWWRFROHDG
an existing Broadband in your area, or maybe launch a new
Broadband? Or perhaps you know someone who would be
a great Broadband leader? In any case, we need passionate
Broads members to step up and become leaders.

This is a volunteer role, so we don’t ask for more than
KRXUVRI\RXUWLPHSHUZHHN³WKRXJKVRPHRIRXU
Broadband leaders are energized to do much more. We also
DVNIRUDWZR\HDUFRPPLWPHQWVRWKHUHLVFRQWLQXLW\IRUWKH
Broadband, and ample opportunity to have a succession plan.
You don’t need to have special skills to lead a Broadband—
all you need is a passion for Broads’ mission, a willingness
to learn new skills and strategies, and the desire to take the
initiative.
Are you ready to step up to be a Broadband leader? Think it
RYHUDQGLI\RXNQRZ\RX·UHUHDG\ÀOORXWWKHDSSOLFDWLRQ
Or start by having a conversation with our Grassroots
Leadership Director, Lisa Pool, at lisa@greatoldbroads.org.
$SSO\www.greatoldbroads.org/broadband-leader-app

“There is no more honorable thing any of us can do with our lives than to work
to put part of the world off-limits to the activities of human beings.”

Farewell, Wild Man

– David Foreman

In September, we lost Great Old Bro Dave Foreman. Dave was a longtime friend of Broads
from our earliest beginnings. Former Executive Director Ronni Egan met him in the 80s at
the Central Clearing House in Santa Fe, New Mexico, where the two of them “cut their teeth
on conservation issues together.”
Dave was a mentor to many, with tremendous influence. He was a member of Broads’
Council of Advisors for years. We appreciated his support for the organization and lifelong
dedication to the conservation movement.
As a co-founder of Earth First! and founder of The Rewilding Institute, Dave was a
inspirational speaker and fierce warrior for the wild, advocating landscape-scale wildland
conservation.
We wish you well on your final wilderness journey.
greatoldbroads.org
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(Water Connects Us—Continued from Page 1)

$FFRUGLQJWRDUHFHQWQDWLRQDOYRWHUSROO DERXWZDWHU
• Nearly 9 in 10 voters (89%) agree that access to safe,
DŲRUGDEOHZDWHULVDKXPDQULJKW
• While only about a third (36%) of voters know much
about the Clean Water Act, 96% say it’s important that
ULYHUVODNHVDQGVWUHDPVDUHVDIHIRUÀVKDQGZLOGOLIH
• 84% of voters across the country are “somewhat” or
“very concerned” about drought in the Western U.S. Half
of those polled believe drought in the West is the result
RIKXPDQFDXVHGFOLPDWHFKDQJHZKLOHDWKLUG 
believe it is due to normal weather variations.
2022 is the 50th anniversary of the Clean Water Act. Did
you know that the Clean Water Act is an amendment to the
Federal Water Pollution Control Act of 1948, which was the
ÀUVWPDMRU86ODZWRDGGUHVVZDWHUSROOXWLRQ"
,QRQO\RQHWKLUGRIZDWHUZD\VLQWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV
ZHUHGHHPHGVDIHIRUÀVKLQJRUVZLPPLQJ7KH&OHDQ:DWHU
Act “set a new national goal ‘to restore and maintain the
chemical, physical, and biological integrity of the Nation’s
ZDWHUV·ZLWKLQWHULPJRDOVWKDWDOOZDWHUVEHÀVKDEOHDQG
swimmable where possible.” Today, the Clean Water Act KDV
KHOSHGGRXEOHWKHQXPEHURIVDIHZDWHUZD\VZLWKWZR
WKLUGVQRZGHHPHGVDIHIRUÀVKLQJRUVZLPPLQJ 6RXUFH
$PHULFDQ$VVRFLDWLRQIRUWKH$GYDQFHPHQWRI6FLHQFH
https://www.aaas.org)
The Clean Water Act makes all discharges into the nation’s
bodies of water without a permit illegal. It developed strict
pollution controls and set important water quality targets
to protect wetlands, and help maintain the cleanliness of
groundwater and surface waters. It also set up programs
to manage and reduce water pollution from sewage and
wastewater.

have seen past administrations try to strip down and weaken
this bedrock environmental law.
Compounding the problem, the Supreme Court is set to
hear a case that could be a direct threat to the EPA’s ability
to protect water quality under the Clean Water Act. In the
case (6DFNHWWY(3$), the Supreme Court will rule on the
agency’s authority to regulate wetlands that don’t have a
direct surface connection to other regulated waterways. A
ruling against the EPA could remove federal protections to
roughly half of the nation’s wetlands—a move that would
be catastrophic not only to the ecosystems that rely on
ZHWODQGVEXWDOVRHŲRUWVWRSURWHFWWKHQDWLRQ·VGULQNLQJ
water from pollution.
We must do everything in our power as advocates to protect
our water sources and keep protections in place. Access to
clean, safe drinking water is a basic right for humans and all
living things and should never be compromised.
Wildly yours,
Sara

  
If you’re interested starting a water monitoring program
in your area, reach out to us and we’ll help you get
started.

Water is an important issue for Broads across the country
and several of our Broadbands are deep in it, so to speak.
The monitoring work that our Broadbands and their
PHPEHUVDUHGRLQJLVLQYDOXDEOH7KH\VHHÀUVWKDQG
KRZZDWHUTXDOLW\RQSXEOLFODQGVGLUHFWO\DŲHFWVWKHLU
community. Check out %URDGHU:LOGHUQHVV on page 4
to learn more about their work.
In addition to Broads’ work on the ground, protecting
our watersheds (which are largely on public lands) and
protecting the Clean Water Act are also important. We
*Conducted by Water Hub at Climate Nexus partnered with
Climate Nexus Polling, the Yale Program on Climate Change
Communication, and the George Mason University Center for
&OLPDWH&KDQJH&RPPXQLFDWLRQ6XUYH\https://bit.ly/WaterRep

10

Fall 2022

Members of our new Nebraska Broadband repaired and replaced
fence to protect the endangered Blanding‘s turtle. They also
observed the snapping turtles, and actually saw several females
looking for places to lay their eggs.

The Envelope, Please
As we move into the last quarter of the year, please consider

Make a BIG difference

D\HDUHQGJLIWWRKHOSXV

NLFNVWDUWRXUSURJUDPVLQ
2023.

)RUQRQSURÀWVWKH

fundraising never stops,
it is a constant need to

supplement membership dollars, which make up just over
half of our income.

Help us continue—and even grow—our ability to bring

you information about public land and water conservation
LVVXHVDQGSURYLGHTXDOLW\RXWGRRURQWKHJURXQG

experiences and education through Broadwalks and other
events.

We’ve inserted an envelope in this issue to make giving

easy. You can also give online at https://bit.ly/Fall22GOB.
We are “greatful” for your support!

  
  

Leave a little behind
Leaving a bequest to
Great Old Broads for Wilderness
creates a long-lasting gift to help protect
our last WILD places on earth.
A bequest is the one of the simplest ways to make an
enduring impact, and the language can be as simple
as adding a provision in your will or estate to:
• Give the sum of $_____________ to
Great Old Broads for Wilderness.
• Give the remainder of my estate to
Great Old Broads for Wilderness.
• Give ______ % of my residual estate to
Great Old Broads for Wilderness.

Send us your black-on-white design inspired by America’s
public lands and waters, and the winning design will
grace the back of the 2023 Broads’ member t-shirts.

DEADLINE: Nov. 18, 2022
For more info, visit: https://bit.ly/2022Btee
All new and existing members who contribute at the
$100 level or greater will receive a 2023 member t-shirt to
boldly declare their commitment to the wild!

• Give ________________(describe the
asset) to Great Old Broads for Wilderness
as an in-kind gift of the asset itself, or in the
form of cash after the asset has been sold by
the trustee of my trust.
:HHQFRXUDJH\RXWRWDONWR\RXUƓQDQFLDORUOHJDODGYLVRU
For more information, contact
kaye@greatoldbroads.org
or call 970-385-9577
Broads is a 501(c)(3) organization • EIN 87-0479828
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555 Rivergate Lane, B1-110
Durango, CO 81301

Our headquarters is
100% solar powered.

CO’s Northern San Juan Broads get high,
monitoring rare plants and bighorn sheep
in the San Juan Mountains.

Printed on recycled FSC-certiÀed paper. Please recycle this
newsletter. (Pass it to a friend.)

Support Broads!
Contribute to Broads and help protect wilderness and wild
public lands and waters for all living creatures. With your gift,
you receive a one-year membership and plenty of great beneƓts.

R $35 R $50 R $100 R $500
T NEW! Auto-Renew
(Save time + money—credit card renewal only)

R $__________________
(you choose the amount)

R

Member T-Shirt Special
Join at the $100 level or
higher and receive a free,
limited-edition t-shirt
Circle your size:
SM - M - L - XL - XXL

Name
Address

BROADS’ LOGO GEAR

City/State/Zip

Go to greatoldbroads.org/shop-2
to check out all our new gear!

Phone/Email

Give a One-Year Gift Membership to a Broad-Minded Friend!
Name

Amount for this membership. $ _____________

* We will include a note that the gift membership is from you.

Address
City/State/Zip
Phone/Email
PAYMENT TYPE:
Signature
Card Number:

R Check Enclosed

R Credit Card: Visa

MC

AmEx Discover (circle one)

Total Enclosed/To Charge: $_____________

Date
Exp. Date

Security Code

PLEASE RETURN WITH PAYMENT TO: GREAT OLD BROADS FOR WILDERNESS • 555 RIVERGATE LANE, B1-110 • DURANGO, CO 81301

