Thank You, President Biden, For Honoring Our Veterans!

Great Old Broads for Wilderness applauds President Biden’s proclaiming the Camp Hale-Continental Divide National Monument as a tribute to the 10th Mountain Division soldiers and all veterans. We also appreciate the advocacy and support of Senators Bennet and Hickenlooper, Representative Neguse and Governor Polis for this proclamation.  Furthermore, President Biden’s action to begin the mineral withdrawal for Thompson Divide is a significant step forward in protecting this landscape from future extractive development while maintaining all other current uses.  Camp Hale and Thompson Divide are two landscapes within the Colorado Outdoor Recreation and Economy (CORE) Act that has stalled in the Senate (having passed the House several times.)  Though we will continue to advocate for passage of the full legislation that is the CORE Act and includes additional wilderness and special management designations in the San Juan Mountains (notably the Whitehouse Addition to the Mount Sneffels Wilderness) we are thrilled to see some landscapes in the CORE Act glean protection through executive action.

As a retired botanist with Colorado Natural Heritage Program staff, I know the value of public lands protection for maintaining biodiversity, wildlife corridors, watershed health and ecosystem integrity and resilience.  Thank you, President Biden, for using the authority granted to you by the Antiquities Act to honor our veterans and protect our state’s landscapes and species.  We hope you will use this authority to protect other cherished public lands and their ecological values.

Peggy Lyon
Ridgway

O e it & s 0 Mo o
lr s Vi o i Ay rd g of S
Bt Horooe, Regresc A Negse 3 Govree P 1 1
e, Futae st B ko oy et s
Do 8 o 3 s s e o e
R ier S g o e G e
gt D o rscagos it Gt OoorRormin
iy (CORE) At e sk 10 S (raina et v
) Wl cori st i b 14 g vt 8o
s oy e oo A oo M Sty
Wit s o s s anocges 1 b CORE A s protacion
e o

ekt s oty Nt o Proram st o o it
B it o s By i . e e
i s s b ik yo. Sttt Ba, ot g
oy o oy e A A 1 st vl 1 O S
i s s W g Yos e o v 1ot S
b s s e oo e

Pty
Ry




