Willamette Valley Broadband
Leadership Team Meeting
Thursday, December 14, 2023
Cyndi Anderson’s House

Present: Cyndi, Laura, Lynn, Peg, Chandra, Marjorie, Nancy

Debriefs and Reports:

11/15: Advocacy Night---this worked well in the Calapooia space in Albany; a good fit, and the owner joined in. There were 12+ people and at least 30 postcards for River Democracy written. 
11/21: Pre-thanksgiving hike with Maya…report is that all went well. 
12/7: Cards and Cones for the Climate: about 10 people were there,a nd it was good fun. Cards/cones were mailed to Earthjustice and their staff delivered them to various agencies. Thanks to Beth for the supplies…

Commitees:

Advocacy….
MacDonald Dunn Forest plan: Peg said she will quietly ask around for more details, as it is difficult to get any information. Where (if anywhere) can we have any influence. How much public influence does OSU accept regarding this issue? How to propose protection for this area?
NorthWest Forest Plan: this is set to be revised. Scoping and comment period is next week. 
Lower Snake River Dams: see the Earthjustice email about this.
Stewardship: 
Beach/river clean-up: Laura brought up the beach/river clean-up issue. Also working with SOLVE Oregon river and beach clean up….we could join existing events, become a river/beach adopter and work on keeping it cleaned up, and if we work with SOLVE, we are obligated to host 1 even per year. There needs to be an event leader.
The Peoria boat launch is such an area, especially regarding invasive species along the river. They provide the infrastructure, and we provide the volunteers. 
Beaver Project…Nancy…no more monitoring at this point but they will be planting willows and restoration sites.
Education:
First Aid Talk: Proposing January 27, from 1 to 3 PM, at the Community Room Maya has access to.
Fire Ecology: Joyce?
Ruby McConnell---Regarding her book that is coming out in March, Wilderness and The American Spirit, Chandra suggested we host her book launch, and Carol could use this book, or her book Ground Truth as part of Book Club. 

BRATS:

Grazing: Marjorie reported that the Grazing BRAT is narrowing in its focus to, at the most, three areas that will make a difference, given the scope, volunteers time and energy, and effectiveness. 
Forests:  Chandra reported as to how GOB’s can weigh in on the NWF plan with talking points.
Kelly was not there to report on the LSRD issue.

Upcoming:

End of Year page with pictures submitted by our WVGOB’s will be put together and sent out by Cyndi. She will also send out the WV Broadcast on January 1.

Also there will be a stand alone Amanda’s Trail hike on New Years Day.

For the Good News Corner, three things were suggested:
· The limiting of Foster Farms Chicken Ranch in our Willamette Valley,
· GOB’s rolling up their sleeves for restoration on the Siuslaw River,
· And the recent LSRD news (Sort of good)
1/5/24: book Broads with Carol
1/22, at 4 PM, Advocacy Night at Calapooia Brewing,…Cyndi will reserve, and Chandra will speak.
Also:
Cultural Learning: some sharing from Chandra
Micki has sent out a PNW Rendezvous (May 8-11) to leaders who might be interest in attending.
There will be a WALTS in Santa Fe (Apr 15-19)…someone whould go, but so far no one has volunteered.

Hikes:
Pat Boleyn said she could do a Mt. Pisgah hike in January.
Maya has offered to lead a Peace Hike on New Years Day….Meet at 9:30 AM on the Yachats Commons, and the hike will be at 10:30 AM.
Maya can lead an 80th birthday celebration of Mac Forest on 1/25.
Chandra will be putting together a hike near Crabtree in Linn County.

Updates and Discussion:
Cyndi and Chandra will do the End of Year survey from the National Office.
The National Broadwalk is coming up on August 19…signups will open on January 2.
It will be in the Eastern Sierras, near Mono Lake.

The next Leadership meeting will be on January 11 at Peg Herring’s: 34386 Colorado Lake Drive, Corvallis, 97333 at 2 PM.

~Marjorie Stuart












