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Welcome and thank you for coming today. 
We may not all agree on our opinions about the results of the last election, but we do hold in common our value of public lands and Wilderness. Because we have those views in common and we desire to protect our public lands and Wilderness, we come together as members of Great Old Broads for Wilderness.
We have many things to discuss today, and we may not get to all of them. I look forward to discussing these items over time with you. I have printed out a draft agenda for today’s gathering, and I want to make sure that we have time for simply talking amongst ourselves. The things that I hold as important agenda items are:
1. asking for your help at an opportunities that we have to explain our organization to Groups at different events. 
2. planning dates for future gatherings of our Broadband so that we can have fun and come together throughout the year.
3. I want to recognize the contributions that Della and Jan have made to our broadband with the understanding that they have chosen not to be leaders of our broadband.
4. I recognize that our broadband is very young, and last summer, although we accomplished several things, it may not be apparent to you what we did. I have a one page list of some of the things that we did. Please speak up if these are the kinds of things you’re interested in or if you would like to see us do other types of activities.
5. Our broadband, as well as other broadbands in Colorado have been asked to contribute to the Colorado Natural Heritage Program in their biodiversity study. This is a statewide effort to gather information about the Flora and Fana of the state with the goal of providing excellent data by which counties and the state can make better decisions regarding the protection of our state’s native ecosystems.
6. Please join me in presenting to Colorado State University students information about Great Old Broads for Wilderness so that they can participate in this effort through our broadband. We are scheduled to present on January 6 at CSU.
7. I have position statements that clarify where Great Old Broads for Wilderness stands on the following issues:  Please look these over and realize that we will be working to uphold these values on public lands.
8. Wilderness (PDF)
9. Energy/Mineral Exploration & Extraction (PDF)
10. Public Lands Livestock Grazing (PDF)

11. Roads & Vehicular Use (PDF)
12. Climate Change (PDF)
In addition, we  have background information about each of these issues and our Nation’s Bedrock Environmental Laws.



