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PADDLING TO WINTER
Imagine a year-long honeymoon paddling 1700 miles then
spending winter in an island cabin in the middle of a huge Arctic
lake. This is the story: adventure galore, romance and conflict,
plenty of humor, and a marriage sure to become very solid or
completely dissolved—sometimes both in a few hours. Julie and
Charly built a canoe together, got married, then embarked on The
Trip. Paddling from their front yard on Lake Superior to Wollaston
Lake in northern Saskatchewan, they traveled past the Apostle
Islands, along Lake Superior’s North Shore, through the
Boundary Waters, Voyageur National Park, and Lake of the
Woods, and up to Lake Winnipeg. And that was just the
beginning. A real page-turner, this book has scary rapids, wild
campsites, huge rivers, native villages, a cozy cabin, exciting
snowmobile runs, sled dogs, isolated winter weeks, an amazing
birthday gift, and a couple getting to know each other on a level
beyond intimacy.

On May 1, 1999, reporter Julie 

Buckles and her newly wedded 

husband Charly Ray paddled away 

in their handmade red canvas 

and wood canoe for a backwoods 

adventure. They paddled 1,700 

miles from Lake Superior following 

the historic Voyageur’s Highway 

to Wollaston Lake in northern 

Saskatchewan, where they 

wintered over on a remote island. 
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“
“

Part adventure yarn and marriage manual…this book 
is sure to appeal to paddlers, of course, but just as 
sure to appeal to anyone who has ever had trouble 
understanding the vows of matrimony.” 
 – Peter Guy, THE LIGHTHOUSE ROAD

Love, life and negotiation
on the Voyageur’s Highway

U.S. $17.95
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A wonderful read for anyone who has ever dreamed 
of walking out the door to embark on an adventure of 
such magnitude that the idea of returning is a matter 
of faith. With vivid prose and a forthright voice that 
doesn’t shy from human fallibility, Buckles tells the 
story of a journey as stunning as it is dangerous.” 
 – Danielle Sosin THE LONG-SHINING WATERS
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